
Epidemie Diseases.—Asiatic cholera continues to spread in
Europe, especially in Russia and in the provinces of East
and West Prussia. During the week ended September 11
there were reported 6,376 new cases and 4,192 deaths in all
Russia ; the disease is most virulent in Radom where there
were 1,238 new cases and 617 deaths ; in Kielce there were

1,138 new cases and 565 deaths, and in Warsaw 1,100 new
cases and 532 deaths. The disease has also appeared at Riga,
a fact which derives importance from the extensive com¬
munication of the port both by water and rail. For this
season, however, the disease is fast losing interest so far as

this country is concerned. The suspicious death of a Bava¬
rian immigrant at Cumberland, Md., on the 5th inst.,hardly
caused a ripple of excitement ; a bactériologie examination
by Passed Assistant Surgeon Geddings, M. H. S., showed
that death was due to ptomaine poison from improperly
cooked food. Suspicious sickness on the Werra, from Genoa
at New York, September 10, also proved to be non-con¬

tagious.-Some alarm was occasioned at Baltimore on

the arrival of a British steamer from Havana on the 8th
inst., with alleged cases of yellow fever on board, supple¬
mented by the arrival on the following day of an American
bark, infected with the disease, at the Cape Charles (Va.)
quarantine station. The season is too far advanced to make
any extension of the disease probable.-The prolonged
drought has caused an increase of typhoid fever in many
localities, owing to the increased density of pollution of
water courses and the resort to old disused wells as a
source of supply. The Passaic River at Jersey City is so low
that the pollution from the cities of Newark, Paterson, Pas¬
saic, the Oranges and other towns, and from the many fac¬
tories, dye houses, gas works, slaughter houses, sewers, etc.,
that drain into it, has made it wholly unfit for drinking pur¬
poses. The nuisance has become so intolerable and the
menace to public health so great that it will probably com¬
pel the city government to provide a new and more whole¬
some water supply.-Smallpox threatens more seriously
than any other of the epidemic contagious diseases. Cor¬
respondence of health authorities with the Journal indi¬
cates considerable apprehension for the coming winter on
this account. During August there were 117 cases of the
disease in Chicago ; the situation in Milwaukee can hardly
be said to have improved recently ; an increase is reported
in New York ; Indianapolis is threatened with a general
outbreak through a mistaken diagnosis, and at Walkerton,
Ind., several well-developed cases have appeared as the re¬
sult of the deaths of the wife and mother of a local physi¬
cian from a disease, which is now pronounced to have been
smallpox. Health officers in other localities are also in a
state of mind over the situation, similar to that of "Hosea
Biglow's" during the war—

"all one teeter, hopin', dreadin'."

Extension of Glanders due to Public Water. The Brooklyn
Board of Health issues a Circular of Information.—Not only in
Brooklyn, but in several of our Eastern cities, there has
been a recrudescence of glanders and farcy. The sanitary
authorities of the former city seek to bring about a diminu¬
tion of the disease by enforcing a full reporting of cases by
veterinarians and others, and also by causing the non-use
of public watering troughs that are possibly infective. The
following are selections from an article that has recently
appeared in a Brooklyn daily journal :

"The Department of Health is measurably responsible in
the matter of checking the progress of contagious disease
among animals. For this reason it is one of the require¬
ments of the city ordinances that the Department shall be
notified of all cases of glanders or farcy. Section 31 of the
Sanitary Code, is as follovvs :

Section 31—That no cattle shall be killed for human food
while in an overheated, feverish or diseased condition ; and
all such diseased cattle in the city of Brooklyn and the
place where found, and their disease shall at once be
reported to the Department of Health by the owner or cus¬
todian thereof, and it shall be the duty of every veterinary
surgeon, owner or person having the charge, care or custody
of any horse, ass, mule, colt, ox, milch cow, calf, sheep, or

goat, or any other animal affected with glanders or farcy,pleuro-pneumonia, tuberculosis or other disease infectious,
contagious or pestilential, among such animals to report
the same to the Department of Health within twenty-four
hours of their knowledge of such disease, stating where
located.

"The early cooperation of all veterinarians will have the
effect of restricting the progress of the disease.

"Furthermore, doubtful or suspicious cases may be
reported and the assistance of the Department in this way
be obtained as to diagnosis and sanitary precautions ; and
'mallein,' a new substance prepared at the Bureau of Ani¬
mal Industry, Washington, D. C, is at command of the
Inspector of the Department for the settlement of suspicious
cases at an earlier stage of the disease than can be other¬
wise reached.

"This is the circular of information to the owners of
horses :

' Notice is hereby given that glanders is a disease among
horses manifesting considerable prevalence at the presenttime, and that no little loss has lately been experienced by
those so unfortunate as to have animals affected by this dis¬
ease. It is the belief of the veterinary inspectors of this
and other Departments of Health that the disease is spread
among horses by means of the public watering troughs sit¬
uated on many of the public thoroughfares. It is expedient
therefore, that all persons owning horses and all drivers of
teams should be cautioned against this danger from water¬
ing their horses at these public troughs. All drivers who
are compelled to remain away from their private sources of
water supply for any considerable period of time are
advised that a safe course for them to pursue will be to pro¬
vide a pail which can be carried in the truck or vehicle, or
hooked under the wagon body. Into such a pail running
water can be given, freshly drawn and clean, whenever the
animals are in need of water.

'All veterinarians and horse-owners are required by Sec¬
tion 31 of the Sanitary Code to report to this Department
all cases of glanders. Any person having a horse or other
animal suspected óf being affected by an infectious disease
may, on application at this Department, have the services
of our Veterinary Inspector for the purpose of promptlydetermining the diagnosis.'"

MISCELLANY.
Physicians' Protective Association.—The first annual meeting

of the Physicians' Protective Association of Detroit, was
held September 4. Reports of officers showed a prosperous
year, $9,916 in outstanding accounts having been collected.
Officers for the ensuing year were elected as follows: Presi¬
dent, L. J. Lennox ; Vice-President, Dr. R. H. Stevens ; Sec¬
retary, Dr. P. M. Hickey ; Treasurer, Dr. S. H. Knight.

International Congress of Gynecology and Obstetrics.—At the
second session of this Congress, to be held at Geneva this
month, the following topics will be discussed: The treat¬
ment of eclampsia ; the surgical treatment of retro-devia¬
tions ; the relative frequency of the various pelvic contrac¬
tions in different races ; the best method of suturing the ab¬
dominal wall to prevent ventral hernia ; treatment of pelvic
suppurations.

Mysterious Disappearance.—Cassopolis, Mich., has had a sen¬
sation similar to that caused in Chicago a few years ago by
the murder of Dr. Cronin, in the disappearance of Dr. A. B.
Conklin. He was to have been a witness in an insurance
case trial at Traverse City, Mich. He is believed to have
been abducted and perhaps murdered. The abduction
occurred September 4. A reward of $2,000 has been offered
for his body.

Quills from the Fretful Porcupine.—Dr. Gagen, of Heppner,
while out gunning last Sunday,shot and fatally wounded what
he supposed to be a badger. F"earing that the animal would
get away from him, he ran and seized it with both hands,
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but immediately let go again. It proved to be a porcupine
instead of a badger. It took him about two hours to pick
the quills out of his hands and arms.—Ellensburgh (Wash.)
Iuocalizer, September 1.

Medical College Opening.—The College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Chicago held its opening exercises September
5. There were 200 matriculates in attendance. The intro¬
ductory was given by Dr. W. S. Christopher.

Doctors' and Lawyers' Fees Again.—In Brussels, during 1893,
twenty-one medical men received 8,745 francs for services
rendered to the personneloî the railway,postoffice, telegraph
and telephone departments of the government. For ser¬
vices rendered to the railways alone, three lawyers received
18,000 francs.

Medical Journalism in Russia.—There are, according to the
Journal de Médecine de Paris, thirty-eight medical journals in
Russia at the present time. Of these twenty are published
in St. Petersburg, five in Moscow, four in Warsaw, two in
Odessa, two in Charkov, and one each in Kasan, Kieff,
Saratov, Varsovege and Poltova. The oldest journals are

the Medizinskoie Obozrenie (Review of Medicine), twenty-first
year; the Rousshaia Medizina (Russian Medicine),nineteenth
year; and Wratch (The Doctor), fifteenth year.

An Electric Ambulance.—An ambulance, moved by elec¬
tricity on the street-car lines of St. Louis, made its first trip
in that city recently. The experiment was so successful
that it is proposed to place these ambulances on every car

line in the city to make trips at stated intervals. It is an¬

ticipated that when the plan is perfected, patients can be
removed to the City Hospital from any part of the city in
less than an hour, and that the service will save thousands
of dollars annually as compared with the present ambulance
service.

Distribution of the Sexes.—In the population of the whole
earth the number of females is very nearly equal to that of
the males ; but, according to the Journal de Médecine de
Paris, there are marked variations in different countries.
Of all the countries on the globe, France is the one where
the sexes are most nearly equal, there being 1,007 females
to 1,000 males. For the same number of defenders of their
country we find 1,064 females in Sweden and only 933 in
Greece. In the French island of Reunion 547 Creoles or

brown mulâtresses can choose between 1,000 Frenchmen-
including those with black skins. In Hong Kong for every
1,000 males there are but 366 females.

Oldest Physician in the Country.—Since the recent death of
Dr. James Kitchen, of Philadelphia, Dr. Hiram Corson, of
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, is declared by Phila¬
delphia papers to be the oldest physician in the United
States who has been in continuous practice. He will be
90 years old next October, and has been in active prac¬
tice since 1827. He is still in excellent health, with aston¬
ishing preservation of his physical and mental powers. Dr.
Corson is now writing his personal recollections of the anti-
slavery movement, in which he took an active part, having
assisted many a fugitive slave to escape by the "under¬
ground railroad." He has frequently contributed to the
Journal and we hope soon to have an article from him.

Fighting the Diploma Trade.—Dr. C. T. Metcalf, Secretary of
the Indiana State Board of Health, has instructed the county
boards of health to notify clerks of court to refuse licenses
on the diplomas of the " Marion Physico-Medical School of
Indiana and Marion." This institution does not appear in
the list of existing medical schools in the Illinois Report on

Medical Education—either among the "reputable" or "fraud¬
ulent" institutions—and it is alleged that it grants degrees
after three weeks' study and issues diplomas for the sum of

$25 each. Application has been made in the Delaware
County (Ind.) Circuit Court by the holder of one of these
diplomas for a mandamus to compel the clerk to issue a
license thereon. The Indiana State Board will resist the
application on behalf of the clerk.

Illness of Prominent Persons.—Professor Aoyama, who, with
Professor Kitasato, was dispatched by the Imperial Japanese
Government to Hong Kong to study the plague, has had a
serious attack of the malady, from which, although reported
on the 1st inst. to be convalescent, he is suffering pyemic
complications. Dr. Aoyama was making a special study of
the pathological and clinical features of the disease while
Kitasato is investigating its bactériologie character.-
Robert Koch is suffering from the effects of overwork and
has had to resort to the famous water cure at Woerishofen of
Father Kneipp, the Bavarian priest and preacher of hydro-
therapathy. On a recent visit to Rome, it is said, that this
advocate of the "wet pack" and the douche was consulted by
Leo XIII. for the relief of certain ailments, due to advanced
age, from which his Holiness is suffering. The Pope was
advised to apply cold compresses to his knees and to the
back of his neck, and did so with rather disastrous results.
He caught quite a severe cold, and both knees became so
swollen that he was forced to call upon his own physician to
combat the consequences of the experiment.-It is recalled
that the diagnosis of the case of the Comte de Paris,who died
last week of cancer of the stomach, was made by the electric
illumination of that organ, by means of which, we are told
by a European correspondent, the operator was "able to
detect through the skin an incipient cancer or ulcer on the
left wall of the organ. The doctors then discussed the des¬
perate expedient of the excision of the entire stomach and
the substitution of the same organ from a lamb, an opera¬tion which has been successful in one case in F"rench sur¬
gery. The risk was deemed too great, and the patient was
not informed of the real nature of the disease until recently."
The Marquise de Fontenoy says (Chicago Record): "It is
curious how prevalent this particular affliction has been
among the members of those houses that have reigned over
France," and cites the late Comte de Chambord, the first
Emperor Napoleon, his nephew "Plon-Plon," the late Prince
Jerome, as well as his brother, King Louis of Holland, as
victims of the malady. King Louis XVIII. was carried off
by the same insidious disease, while his successor, KingCharles X., although he fell a prey to cholera, was found
after death in exile at Coeritz to be similarly afflicted.LouisXII.,LouisXIILand LouisXIV., as well as Francis I.,also succumbed to abdominal troubles of a cancerous sort.'
-A Berlin dispatch of the 1st inst. says that it is reportedthere that the Czar Alexander, was recently examined byProfessor Sacharjin, the specialist, who discovered a rena)
calculus as the cause of the sufferings which have previously
been attributed to the sequehe of influenza.-Queen
Victoria suffers so much from rheumatism, confined almost
exclusively to the knees, that she has abandoned her pro¬posed trip to Italy, and will go instead to Aix les Bains or
Wiesbaden for a course of the waters and to undergo
massage. The Princess of Wales is a victim of the same
painful malady. The Crown Princess Victoria is dying from
consumption.-The Medical Record of September 8, men¬
tions that the Shah of Persia is troubled with his eyes and
is in poor general health ; that Signor Crispí, the Prime
Minister of Italy, is slowly recovering from injuries received
in a fall ; that the Queen of Italy is suffering from nervous
shock occasioned by the sudden death of one of her attend¬
ants in her presence ; that the wife of Prince Bismarck is
ill, and it is feared that should she not recover the Prince
himself will break down entirely ; that Mr. Gladstone was
recently operated on for cataract ; that the young King of
Spain is very delicate, though no definite disease has yet
declared itself; and that President Cleveland is reported to
be suffering from malaria and the effects of overwork.-
Finally, to round out the week's budget of this sort of
news, the Pall Mall Gazette publishes a long letter from
Bangkok, in which are explained the recent rumors that the
King of Siam was dead. It appears that he is a victim of
the chloral habit, and his illness, from which there is little
prospect of recovery, is the result of the use of the drug for
many years.
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Washington Notes.
Pump Inspection.—Four pumps have been condemned

during the past week and ordered closed.
Rules for Disintering Bodies.—Regulations have been

prescribed by the Commissioners, governing the disinter-
ment and transfer of bodies from Graceland Cemetery, as

provided by an act passed at the last session of Congress.
Written application must be made to the Health Officer,
bearing the signature of the secretary of the cemetery as¬
sociation, giving name, age, date, and cause of death. No
disinterment will be permitted during the months of June,
July, August and September, and no body of a person under
12 years of age may be disinterred within a year from date
of burial.

Upon disinterment, all articles of any description found
in the grave, together with the remains of the coffin or casket,
must be inclosed in an air-tight box and tranferred at once
to the place of re-interment, and re-interment must take
place within twenty-four hours from the time the remains
were exhumed. Bodies of persons who die of diphtheria
must be saturated with a solution of chlorid of lime before
removal, and the grave must remain open for a period of
twenty-four hours.

Health of the District.—The report of the Health Officer
for the week ending September 1, shows : Number of deaths,
86; white, 55; colored, 31. Death rate per 1,000 per annum :

white, 14.66; colored, 17.9. Total population, 15.69. Thirty-
two were under 5 years of age, 17 were under 1 year
old and 15 over 60 years. Eighteen of the deaths occurred
in hospitals and public institutions. The deaths by classes
were as follows: Zymotic, 25; constitutional, 11 ; local, 41;
developmental, 6, violence, 3. The principal causes of death
were : Croup, 1 ; diphtheria, 1 ; consumption^ ; diarrheal, 9 ;erysipelas, 1 ; typhoid fever, 7 ; malarial, 1 ; scarlet fever, 1 ;
pneumonia, 2 ; congestion of the lungs, 1 ; whooping cough,
2; kidney disease, 9 ; cancer, 1. Births reported: 25 white
males, 24 white females, 19 colored males, 20colored females.
.Marriages reported : 4 white, 5 colored.

As favorable as was the last health report there was a still
further improvement in the mortality of the city during the
past week. There was but one death from scarlet fever and
one from diphtheria reported. While the total mortality
during the last wreek was 86, there were 116 deaths in the
corresponding period of last year and 110 in the year pre¬
ceding that.

Hospital Notes.
The corner stone of the Julia F. Burnham Hospital at

Champaign, 111., was laid with appropriate ceremonies
August 23.-Dr. Gillies, of Winnipeg, has been appointed
Medical Health Officer of the Brandon Insane Asylum, to
take effect Jan. 1, 1895.-The New Emergency Hospital at
Milwaukee has just been completed at a cost to the city of
$60,000. Drs. F"rank, French, Farnham,Brown, Wahl, O'Brien,
McDill, and Wingate constituted the original Board of
Trustees.-The Sioux Falls, (S. D.) Hospital will be opened
soon. Drs. H. Hoide and Arne Zetlitz are the chief promot¬
ers of the enterprise.-St. Mary's Church at Omro, Wis.,
is to build a cottage hospital to cost $15,000.-The will of J.
V. de Lavaga, of San Francisco, provides for the erection of
a hospital for the deaf, dumb and blind to be located at Santa
Cruz, Cal., and to cost almost $1,00,000.-The Jefferson Col¬
lege Hospital of Philadelphia,has undergone extensive alter¬
ations and repairs,under the personal superintendency of Dr
E. E. Montgomery.-The Cincinnati City Hospital is to
have improvements in lighting and ventilation at a cost of
$8,427.-A hospital for epileptics is to be built at Rochester,
Pa., after the Bielenfeld plan, as a memorial to the late Dr.
W. A. Passavant.--The pliysicians of Oshkosh, Wis., held a
meeting August 28, and adopted the following: We the
undersigned, at a meeting held at the Athearn Hotel Aug. 28,
1894, to consider the matter of establishing a hospital in the
city of Oshkosh for the general good of the city, do hereby
agree to do all in our power, financially and by personal
efforts, to aid in the establishment and maintenance of such
enterprise. (Signed) T. P. Russell, B. C. Gudden, G. M.
Steele, W. A. Gordon, J. C. Noyes, L. P. Allen, Fred W. A.
Brown, S. Buck Ackley, Burton Clark, W. Treptow,  .  .
Dale. Willard H. Titus,  . Roos, Harvey Dale, D. W. Har¬
rington, S. T. Lewis, E.M. Wilson.

Managing a Floating Hospital.—The Springfield Repub¬
lican (Mass.), says: "The floating hospital which has made
five trips down Boston harbor this season, carrying 1,100
children, is a charitable enterprise paying quick and large
returns to those who have made its ministrations possible.
When the passengers arrive, gathered from the north, south
and west ends of the city, they are met at the gang plank
by two doctors, two assistant superintendents and a police¬
man. The physicians inspect the children to see that none
with contagious diseases are taken on, and they also exam¬
ine the packages carried by the mothers to confiscate greenfruit, sausages, bananas, cold potatoes, salt pork, beer,brandy and whisky, all of which are found and thrown over¬
board. Then something better is provided for the babies.
As soon as the boat starts the upper and lower decks are
divided into wards, with a doctor and a nurse for each. The
patients are then examined, and the most serious cases sent
below for special treatment. The diet and medicines nec¬
essary for each child are prescribed, no charge being made
if the home diet is correct, and each mother is given a ticket
which is punched when she receives the first meal for the
baby, and taken up at the second feeding, at 3 o'clock. The
doctor and nurse are responsible for the ward under their
direction.

In the meantime, preparations are made for lunch, and
when the boat anchors off Hull, at noon, the food placed in
neat boxes, is carried to the decks in baskets and served to
the mothers, with tea, coffee or milk, tickets for these having
been distributed just before the lunch time. In this way
the rush is avoided, and all attention is given to the mothers.
At intervals throughout the day pitchers of milk are distrib¬
uted to the larger children and the mothers who wish it.
The milk is sterilized in the bottles, thirty-five being pre¬
pared at once and then a spoonful of lime-water is added to
each bottle before the milk is given to the little ones. On
the five trips made 650 mothers were carried with the 1,100
children."

THE PUBLIC SERVICES.
Army Changes. Official list of changes in the stations and duties of

officers serving in the Medical Department. U. S. Army, from Sept.
1, 1894. to Sept. 7,1894.

Major W. H. Gardner, Surgeon, relieved from duty at St. Paul, Minn.,
and ordered to Ft. Custer, Montana, for duty.

Major Henry McElderry, Surgeon,relieved from duty at Omaha, Neb..
and ordered to Ft. Robinson, Neb., for duty.

Major George W. Adair, Surgeon, relieved from duty at Ft. Robinson,
Neb., and ordered to Washington Bks., D. C, for duty.Major Joseph II. Cop.sox, Surgeon, relieved from duty at WashingtonBks.,D. C, and ordered to Ft. I). A. Russell, Wyo., for duty.

Major Joseph K. Corson, Surgeon, is granted leave of absence for
one month, to take effect when relieved from duty at Washington
Barracks, D. C, with permission to apply for an extension of fifteen
days.

Major Washington Matthews, Surgeon, is granted leave of absence for
four mouths on surgeon's certificate of disability.

Capt. Charles B. Ewing, Asst. Surgeon, is granted leave of absence for
one month and fifteen days, to take effect on or about Sept. 10.1894.

First Lieut. James M. Kennedy. Asst. Surgeon, will be relieved from
duty at Ft. Custer, Montana, and will report in person for duty at
Camp Merritt. Montana.

Capt. Jefferson R. Kean, Asst. Surgeon,is granted leave of absence for
twenty days, to take efiect Oct. 10, 18D4.

LETTERS RECEIVE»
(A) Andrews, Edmund, Chicago, 111.; Atkinson, W. B„ Philadelphia,Pa.: Ayer.  . W. & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.; Anderson, James, Audover,111.
(B) Briggs, W. E., Sacramento, Cal.; Brown, Philip,Toronto, Canada:

Bernd, Henry & Co., St. Louis, Mo. ; Bettman, Boerne, Chicago, 111.
(C) Cunningham, W. M., Asheville, N. C; Cochran, Jerome, Montgom¬

ery, Ala. ; Cone, Andrew, New York, N. Y.; Cook, C. E.. Mendota, HI.;
Cantwell, A. W., Davenport, Iowa.

(1>) Delevan, D. B., New York, N. Y.; Dulles. Chas. W., Philadelphia,Pa.
(F) Fehr. Julius, Hoboken. N. J.; Fullerton, E. B., Columbus, Ohio.
(ß) Griffith, J. D., Kansas City, Mo.; Graham, D. W„ Chicago, 111.
(H) Hobbs, A. G., Atlanta, Ga.; Hummel, A. L., (3) Philadelphia. Pa.;

Hall, J. N.. Denver, Col.; Hopkins, J. G. Thomasville, Ga.
( I) Ingals, E. Fletcher, Chicago, 111.
( J) Jones, H. Isaac, San Francisco, Cal. ; Johnson, H. L. E., Washing¬ton. D. C.
(K) Kellogg, E. W., Milwaukee, Wis. ; Kevser, P. D., Philadelphia, Pa. ;Keener. W. t. Co., (2) Chicago, 111.
(M) Montgomery, E. E., Philadelphia, Pa.; McFarland, D. W.. Water-

bury, Conn.; Marks,  .  ., New York,  . Y.; Maclean, Donald, Detroit,Mich.
(O) Oxford Publishing Co., Chicago, 111.
(I») Percy, J. F., Galesburg, 111.; Parmele, Chas. Roome Co., New

York, N. Y.: Parish, J. C, Vandalia, Mo. ; Parkhill, Clayton, Denver,
Col.: Priestly,J. T., Des Moines, Iowa.

(R) Ricketts. B. M.. Cincinnati. Ohio; Rochelle, W. T., Jackson,
Tenu.; Roberts, John B., Philadelphia, Pa.

(S) Savre, R. H., New York, N. Y.; Southard, W. F., San Francisco,
Cal.; Scliadle, J. E.. St. Paul. Minn.: Scott, X. C, Cleveland, Ohio;
Sims. S. N., St. Joseph, 111.; Slifer,H. F.,North Wales.Pa.; Small, A. R.,
Chicago, ill.

(T) Taylor, W. S., San Francisco, Cal.; The Kenyon News & Subscrip¬tion Co.,"Chicago, 111.; Tappey,  . T. Detroit, Mich.
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